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Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students,
Welcome to North Boone Middle School.  My name is Mrs. Lerch and this will be my third year at North Boone Middle School and my ninth year in the field of education.  I earned my teaching degree from Illinois State University and am currently working on my Master’s Degree at Benedictine University.  I will be graduating in May with a Master’s Degree in Reading and Literacy.  I was born and raised in the Rockford area and now reside in Poplar Grove with my husband and two year old daughter.  
Providing your child with an opportunity to grow and excel is my top priority.  If you ever have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at any point in the school year.  My email address and the school’s telephone number are located at the top of the page.  I will also update the homework weekly at www.northboonems.com.
I hope that everyone had a relaxing and productive summer and is now ready for an exciting and challenging year of learning.    Below you will find a brief description of the course objectives, expectations, and materials needed.
Student Objectives:
     Students will:
· Improve as readers, writers, speakers, and listeners of English
· Be prepared for district and state tests
· Use experiences from their own lives to relate to the literature
· Develop organizational, time management, note taking, and study skills
· Read literature and respond from reflective, creative, and critical points of view

Required Materials:
· 1 composition notebook (will be collected and stored in the classroom)
· 1 spiral notebook (will be collected and stored in the classroom)
· 1 two pocket folder
· 1 package of index cards
· 2 highlighters
· Pencils
· Blue or Black pens
· 1 packet of loose leaf paper
· A book for Silent Sustained Reading (SSR)
· Textbook (provided)
· Student Agenda (provided)



Student Responsibilities:
· Keep track of your own books, assignments, and supplies both at school and home.
· Bring ALL required materials to class EVERY day.
· Start your homework on time.
· Listen to instructions and ask for help when you need it.
· Maintain a positive attitude at all times.
· Do your own work.
· Hand in all assignments on time.
· Record all assignments and due dates in agenda.

Parents Can Help:
· Check the homework website (www.northboonems.com) and Power School regularly. 
· Set aside a quiet place for approximately fifteen to thirty minutes a night for independent reading.
· Provide necessary materials.
· Provide encouragement and clear expectations for thorough effort.
· Check your child’s agenda to make yourself aware of assignments and due dates.
· Establish and appropriate system of goals and consequences.
· Contact me when necessary by emailing me at lerchlinnea@nbcusd.org.  You may also contact me by calling the school at 815-765-9274.  
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I hope you are looking forward to a great school year!  Below you will find a brief description of the things we will be focusing on throughout this school year.  

POLICIES
Homework
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A listing of homework assignments can be found at www.northboonems.com.  Just click on Team Pride and you will see the assignments listed by teacher.
· Students will be required to read independently at home.  They will be bringing home their Reading Response Journals once a week and required to read for a minimum of thirty minutes and respond in their journal.
· Students will be assigned four Book Reports throughout the year.  Students will select reading material appropriate to their reading level within an assigned genre.   The students will need to read the majority of the book at home.  
· Students will receive regular weekly homework focusing on vocabulary, story elements, assigned readings, reflective writing, etc.  
· All homework should be labeled with Student Name and Class Hour.  

Absent Work
· Students who miss school due to illness or other excused absence will have two days for every day they missed.  The students are responsible for collecting their absent work from the “Absent Work Folder.” 

Late Work
· Students may turn in assignments one day late for a 10% deduction in points.  Two days late will be a 50% deduction.  Work will NOT be accepted after two days.

Grading
	   A+
	100

	   A
	95-99

	   A-
	93-94

	   B+
	91-92

	   B
	87-90

	   B-
	85-86

	   C+
	83-84

	   C
	79-82

	   C-
	77-78

	   D+
	75-76

	   D
	72-74

	   D-
	70-71

	   F
	0-69



Grades will be recorded in Power School according to the following weights:
· Tests, quizzes, assessment projects, and Book Reports	40%
· Reading Response Journals 				15%
· Homework						20%
· In Class Work						20%
· Bell Work						  5%


Rules
******************************************************************************

Discipline:  
· There will be a lot to learn this school year!  Good behavior and hard work will be expected of all students.  Those that do not comply with class and school rules will be disciplined accordingly.  
1. Warning
2. Seat Change or Detention
3. Call Home
4. Principal
· Obviously, severe incidents will require whatever discipline is necessary.  The above procedure is utilized for more “normal” classroom disruptions.  

PROCEDURES
Entering the Classroom
1. Enter the classroom quietly and sit in assigned seat.
2. Write Homework in Agenda.
3. Begin Bell Work immediately.
4. Wait for further instruction from teacher.
5. If  you finish early:
a. Work on another assignment
b. Read a book quietly
6. At the end of class, the teacher will dismiss you, NOT the bell.

Tardy Policy:  You are permitted to be tardy three times each quarter.  Your fourth tardy will result in a detention.  You are tardy if you are not in the classroom when the bell rings.  If the door is closed, you must fill out a tardy slip.

Bathroom:  Generally, students will be expected to use the restroom before school, during the passing periods, at lunch or after school; however, students will be issued three bathroom passes per quarter.  You must ask the teacher for permission to use the bathroom.  You will not be allowed to interrupt the teacher during a lesson to use the restroom.  Please wait until all students are working independently.  Only one student will be permitted to use the restroom at a time.  If a student has to use the restroom beyond his or her three passes, this will result in the student being marked tardy.  

Quieting the Classroom: Occasionally, the teacher will redirect students’ attention to the front of the classroom by counting down from 5.  When the countdown is complete, all students should be facing the teacher quiet and ready for further directions or instructions.
Silent Reading:  We will have a silent reading day, or SSR, once a  week for at least 20-30 minutes.  Our silent reading day will typically occur on Wednesdays, the day we also have library.  Students are responsible for coming to class with a book to read every day.  While there may not necessarily be time to for SSR every day, it is a good idea to come prepared each day in case you have some extra time or SSR is part of the agenda for the day.

Collecting Homework:  Homework will be collected at the beginning of class.  Please do not turn in work before the teacher collects it.  Pass your paper to the person in front of you, put your paper on top, and continue passing forward.  The teacher will collect the work from the front row.  Homework not turned in when collected, or finished as collection occurs, will be counted as one day late.

Turning in Classwork:  Some work we do will be completed in class and due before the end of the period.  When you finish your in class work you are to turn in your paper to the “To Be Graded” file box, in the appropriate folder, at the front of the classroom.

Passing Back Graded Work:  Graded work which is ready to be handed out will be placed in the “Graded Work” file box at the front of the room.  I will and occasionally call on volunteers to pass back graded work.  All volunteers must have completed their work first (volunteers will also be rewarded with candy).  Tests and quizzes will be passed back by the teacher.

Absent Work:  When you miss school due to an illness or other excused absence, the work you missed will be placed in the “Absent” Folder.  You are responsible for collecting the work you missed.  When you complete your work, in addition to writing your name and class period on your paper, also write the word, “ABSENT” so that I know not to mark down your grade.  Turn in Absent work to the “Absent/Late Work” folder.  

Late Work:  If you ever have an assignment which has to be turned in late, you MUST write the word “LATE” and record the date you are turning in the assignment.  Then turn it in to the “Absent/Late Work” folder.



Please remove cut on the line below and return to school with your signatures.





I have read and agree to follow the Policies and Procedures above to the best of my ability.

Signatures:

__________________________________		__________________________________	
Parent/Guardian Signature(s)				Student Signature

__________________________________		__________________________________
Print Name(s)						Print Student Name
